
Earth Day 2020 & Climate Week
On April 22nd people across the world will come together to celebrate
Earth Day. This year Earth Day is 50 years old and the theme is Climate
Action.
 

Climate change is the biggest long term threat to our planet. Carbon
dioxide is being released into the atmosphere quicker than our trees and
plants are able to absorb it which means that the Earth is slowly getting
warmer. Global warming causes all sorts of problems which can make it
very difficult for millions of people and animals all around the world to
live safely with enough food, water and shelter. 
 

Fortunately, if we act now, we can stop the Earth from heating up too
quickly and minimize the damage caused by climate change. This is where
we need YOUR help! We would like to invite you to celebrate Earth Day
and Climate Week with us by taking part in some of climate action
inspired activities. As a young eco-warrior, even little changes can make a
big difference! 
 

This year, Earth Day will be very different. As we are all staying home to
help fight another global problem, the coronavirus, we will have to get
more creative than ever! As such we have designed the activities to be
done at home or on your daily walk.
 

It is a serious topic, but it is really important that you have fun with it!
Please do share your work with your teachers, classmates or even on
social media with #Earthday2020. Please also tag us, as we love seeing
all the wonderful and creative actions you are taking for our planet:
@greengeinguk.  
 

Thank You! 
Stay Safe and Have Fun! 
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Earth Day Poster
Let your creativity run wild and
create an Earth Day 2020
poster. They will look beautiful
next to your rainbows! 

Investigate
Learn all about climate change,
and carry out a little home
investigation. Are you up for the
challenge?

Experiment time!
Four fun experiments to help us
understand better how climate
change affects our planet. Make
sure you have an adult to help!
 
 

Rhythm and  rhyme
Can you come up with a catchy
song or poem all about our
lovely home; planet Earth.
Maybe even make it rhyme? 
 

Get gardening!
Now is a great time to get into
gardening! Did you know that
you can grow vegetables from
your leftovers? 

Craft Time!
Making our own trinkets and
decorations is not only fun, but
also a great way to get creative
with what we have around us.

Fun in the kitchen!
Put your aprons on and get
creative in the kitchen! Did you
know that our food choices can
help slow climate change?

Fun and Games
Keeping an active mind and body
is very important while you are
staying at home. These Earth
Day inspired games will do the
trick!
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Earth Day Poster
Can you make an Earth Day poster to go with your #stayathome
rainbow?
 
You can be as creative as you like! Use paint, fabric, chalk, crayon, grass,
fingerprints or anything else that you can find! 
 
Here are some examples to inspire you. There are no limitations, but
please do include the words Earth Day 2020 if you can. Please also
share these with your class. You can also share them social media with
#Earthday2020. We can't wait to see them!
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Investigate!
 

1. Have a look through these PowerPoints (can be found in the resources 
    folder):
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                  All                              Yrs 3 & 4                               Yrs 5 & 6
 
You could also watch this short video:    Climate Change Video
 
2. Did you know that our actions can have a big impact on climate change?
Use the checklist to see how many amazing things you are already doing to
help the planet, and then colour in the footprint. For every tick you can colour
in a layer. Start from the middle and work our way out. The more filled in
and colourful the better!
 

3. Can you think of 5 ways that you can help the planet? Maybe some that
you weren't able to tick off the checklist? You can use the template to write
down your ideas. 
 
4. Yrs 5 & 6: Can you complete the comprehension activity on young eco-
warrior Greta Thunberg?                                                 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v8unGCTWUWI


Experiment Time!
Make sure you have a grown up to help you! Here are four awesome
experiments you can choose from to see how climate change affects our
planet. Or you can have a go at all four if you like!

Set up two small play trays (plastic take away
containers are perfect for this) and fill half way
with water. Put both containers in the freezer
over night. Once frozen put some toy polar
animals on the ice (or any animals will work!).
Put one container back in the freezer and leave
the other one out, making sure one melts and
one stays frozen. 
What has happened to the animal's homes?

Melting Sea Ice

Rising Sea Levels
Place a Lego building in two medium sized

trays. Add a little water, this will be the
"normal" sea level. Add some ice to the ends of

the trays. Use a ruler to measure the sea
levels. Place one tray in a warm sunny area,

and the other in a cool place. Watch what
happens as the ice melts. What is happening to
the sea level? Can we measure it again? Which

tray saw the sea level rise the fastest? Why? 
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Set up 2 trays of soil. Water one really well and
leave the other to dry. Put the dry soil on the
windowsill or somewhere it will get plenty of sun.
After a couple of days add water to the moist soil
and also to the dry soil. What happens? The water
should run off and the soil should break up. Talk
about how a flood after a drought could be bad for
crops. How would this affect farmers?

Urban areas (big areas with lots of buildings) are
warmer than rural areas. This is because urban

areas have less green space and buildings made
from dark material absorb the heat. Place a black

t-shirt and a white t-shirt side by side in the
sunshine. After a short while touch each t-shirt.

What do you notice about the temperature of each
one? The white t-shirt, like rural areas, reflects the

heat. The black t-shirt, like urban areas, absorbs
it. Can you think of any other place on the planet

that reflects the heat from the sun?  

Experiment Time continued...
 

Soil Change

Urban Heat

Can you record your experiments on the templates provided? We
would love to see some photos too! 



Rhythm and Rhyme!
 

Poems and songs are another lovely way for us to express ourselves. Have a
look at some of these poems, can you spot any rhyming words? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Can you find some rhyming words for the Earth Day words below? (Yrs 3 &
4) Or can you think of your own rhyming pairs? (Yrs 5 &6) Maybe you can use
these to make up a verse of your own? Maybe you can even sing it to a
catchy tune and turn it into a little song, or maybe even a rap? (See next
page)
 
 
 

Blue

Sky Ice Home

SunTree
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Rhythm and Rhyme continued....
 

To inspire you, watch and have a listen to these two fantastic songs by
some very cool and talented children.
 
 
 

 
We would delighted to see your musical skills, as I am sure your
teachers and classmates would too! 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zl0XSWGsTqA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kuR7VN_Q06g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zl0XSWGsTqA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kuR7VN_Q06g


Rhythm and Rhyme continued....
 
Not all poems and songs have to rhyme though. Have you ever heard
of an Acrostic Poem? Here is an example. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Do you want to have a go at writing one linked to Earth Day? You just
need to think of a word or phrase that starts with each letter from your
chosen vertical word. You could even use your name! Maybe you can
write it up and decorate the outside of the poem?
 
 
 
 

E
A
R
T
H
D
A
Y

arth

pril 22nd

euse, Reduce, Recycle

rees

elping

rought

special place

es we can help!
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Turn your rubbish into rhythm and rhyme! With just a few resources, and
a little imagination, you can make beautiful instruments to add that
something special to your poems and songs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Make your own instruments

Pour some dried rice or small beans inside your chosen container and
seal the container. If there is no lid you can seal the top using paper
(see next page), or you can use another yoghurt pot / tin can to make a
sealed instrument. Make sure you stick / tape them together properly,
or you may have a big mess later! 
Decorate your shakers by covering with paper, then drawing or painting
on them, sticking things on or anything your imagination wants!

Things to rescue from your rubbish or recycling; Yoghurt pots, small
bottle or a tin can. From your cupboard: Dried rice. You will also need
some tape or glue as well as craft materials of your choice. Maybe some
natural one like leaves or petals? 
 
1.

2.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shaker
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Take a piece of foil, slightly longer that the kitchen towel tube, roll it
up but not too tightly, and wrap it around the broom handle. 
Make a second thinner one using a tighter rolled piece of foil. This will
give your rain maker the real rain sound effect. Place the thinner one
inside the larger one.

Things to rescue from your rubbish or recycling; Kitchen roll tube, Kitchen
foil, paper. From your cupboard: Dried rice or small dried beans. You will
also need a broom handle, some tape, and any other craft materials you
wish to use. 
1.

2.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 3. Seal the bottom of the tube by using paper and tape as per the image.  
 4. Insert the foil spirals
 5. Pour in the dried rice. One cup should be enough.
 6. Seal the other end of the tube. 
 7. Decorate: stick some paper around the tube and now decorate! Paint,
     draw, stick thinks on it, tie string and ribbon on it, anything you like! 
 8. Enjoy! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rain Maker



Getting creative with crafts is one of the best things we can do at home.
With a little foraging, imagination, up-cycling and re-purposing, we can
make some fantastic DIY treasures. Here are a few suggestions that you can
choose from. Have fun! And do share your masterpieces!
 

Let's Get Creative!

Rock Painting
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Search from some stones in your garden or while out on your daily walk.
Smooth rocks are best, and look for ones that are around the size of
your fist. 
Wash the stones and dry them properly.
Set up the different colours you want to use in little pots or a recycled
egg carton. Acrylic kids paint works best as it is waterproof, but any
children's paint will do. 
Choose a brush size that works well for your design, or a medium one
works well with kids. Sharpie pens can also work to add smaller detail.
Pick a design, then paint in stages, one colour at a time, and let the
paint dry in between layers. You could do the Earth, a heart, a rainbow
or anything you like!
Once dry, write Earth Day 2020 and your name underneath with a
permanent marker (ask a grown up to help if you need). If you have
made lots you could leave some out for someone else to find! 

1.

2.
3.

4.

5.

6.

 



If you live near a green space, you may have noticed that there are
plenty of pine cones around at the moment. Next time you are out for a
walk pick a few (from the ground, not the tree!). You can pick a variety to
sizes so you can make an animal family! Once back home you can use
any craft material you may have such as felt, card or even play-dough.
You can even use some small painted stones if you want, as well as
twigs and other natural resources. 
It is best to use craft glue if you have to make sure the material sticks on
properly but do ask an adult yo help you if you need. Here are some cute
examples to inspire you!
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
  
 

    Don't forget to share your wonderful creations! 

Pine Cone Animals
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Dream catchers are one of our absolute favourite things to make. These
ones are made with natural materials, and look so beautiful! For your
dream-catcher you may want to gather sticks, leaves, bendy twigs,
feathers, pine cones, or anything else you fancy! You will also need
string and possibly paint and glue.  (If you are using children's paint,
make sure you hang them somewhere where they won't get wet or where
the paint may rub off). Be as creative as you like! We can't wait to see
the finished products! Here are some examples to inspire you.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Natural Dream-Catchers
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Take a nature walk or head into your own garden and pick some small
flowers and leaves. Make sure you don't pull any out from the root.
Flatter flowers and leaves work better. 
Press your flowers and leaves by placing them inside the pages of a
thick book for 3-4 days. It will help if you place a weight on the book. 
Once your flowers and leaves are pressed and dry, carefully remove
them from the book.
Cut some card the size you’d like your bookmark to be. (We cut ours to
be 6 inches x 2 inches.) Natural recycled / craft card works best, byt
any card will do. 
Carefully put some glue on the card where you want your flowers to
go. Place the flowers on, making sure all the edges are glued down.
Let them dry. 

This is a lovely activity, but it does take some patience! 
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

 
Here are some examples to inspire you.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DIY Bookmarks
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Take a left over pepper half and scrape some of the seeds into the middle.
Put some soil inside
Water
Place the pepper into a bigger pot after a few days.

Peppers: 
1.
2.
3.
4.

Watch new peppers start to grow!

With the arrival of Spring and the warmer weather, buds and flowers can
be seen everywhere! This is a great time to get into gardening. Here are
some fun green-fingered activities that can even be done indoors!

Gardening Fun!

Grow your own veg from leftovers

Place some tomatoes slices in a pot of compost and cover slighty
Place in a sunny spot and water regularly
Watch them grow!

Tomatoes: 
1.
2.
3.
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Here are some other veg you can try regrowing frorm your scraps: 

Grow your own veg from leftovers

For loads more tips on other veg and even fruits you can regrow
from your leftovers have a look at these videos:

EARTH DAY
2020

KS2 ACTIVITIES

www.greenbeings.co.uk/earthday2020

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u2z9G6eut8Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9CkHET7e_7k


Soon you will need more space for your growing veg. Why not get
creative and make some fun planters to home them in? You can use
glass jars, tin cans, plastic bottles, even Lego! You can paint, stick
and decorate any way you like! Please do share your creations!
 
Here are some awesome examples:
 

Planter challenge
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Stuff the clear container with cotton balls. 
Place a few of the dried beans around the edges of the cup. We used
butter beans, but you may wish to try another type of bean.
Add just enough water to moisten the cotton balls being careful not
to over water.
Watch and wait! Over the next few days the magic will happen!

You will need a clear container or jar, cotton balls (paper towels also
work well) and som dried beans. 
1.
2.

3.

4.

Grow a Magic Beanstalk!
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Pop you chef hat and apron on and get ready to help make a
delicious and nutritious meal!
Pasta Salads are taste, healthy, and a great way to use up any
vegetables. You can add almost anything to a pasta salad, but the
more colourful the better! Can you add something from every
colour in the rainbow?

There are lots of things we can do in the kitchen to help the planet.
From reducing how much food we throw away and buying food with
little or no packaging to eating less meat and using less water when
washing up, these actions all help the slow climate change. Here are
some fun activities to help us become eco-warriors in the kitchen. 

Fun in The Kitchen

Eat the Rainbow
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Plan which vegetables you want to add. You can use any vegetables
you like but here are some ideas to help you: tomatoes, cucumber,
sweetcorn, beetroot, spring onion, broccoli, olives, basil, peppers or
spinach. You could even add some oven roasted courgettes,
mushrooms and red onions, but make sure a grown up helps to
roast these beforehand. Never touch the oven yourself!
Boil a pan of water and add some pasta of your choice. Cook as per
the instructions on the packet.
While this is cooking use a dining knife to carefully cut up the
vegetables. 
When the pasta is cooked, drain it and put it in a big bowl. Add the
vegetables, some salt and pepper, some olive oil and give it a good
mix. 
Enjoy! Maybe with some garlic bread on the side? 

 

Rainbow Pasta Salad
 

With the help of an adult:
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

How many colours
did you use?
 
Which was your
favourite vegetable?
 
Don't forget to share
your creations!
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This is a great activity for a rainy day! Easy and delicious! 
 
With these plain biscuits you can decorate them any way you
want! Let your imagination go wild!
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ingredients:
 
200 g unsalted butter, softened
200 g white caster sugar
1 medium egg, lightly beaten
400 g plain flour, plus extra for dusting
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
coloured writing or sugar icing
 
 

Earth Day Biscuits
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Method:
 
1. In a large mixing bowl, use an electric whisk to cream the butter with
the sugar until well mixed and just creamy in texture. Do not overwork,
or the biscuits will spread during baking.
2. Beat in the egg until well combined. Add the flour and mix on a low
speed until a dough forms. Gather the dough into a ball, wrap in cling
film and chill for at least 1 hour.
3. Preheat the oven to 190°C, fan 170°C, gas 5. Put the dough on a
lightly floured surface and knead briefly, then roll out to 3mm thick.
Cut, by hand or with cookie cutters, to your desired shape. Using a
palette knife, transfer the biscuits to a baking tray lined with baking
parchment.
4. Bake for 12-14 minutes, depending on the size of your biscuits, until
golden brown at the edges. Remove from the oven and transfer to a
wire rack to cool.
5. Using icing, you can now decorate the biscuits, either by drawing on
them with writing icing, or by rolling out some sugar icing and adding
the shapes that you want.
 

Earth Day Biscuits continued....
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This fun game can be done indoors or outdoors, with one or several
players. You can use anything that you can find to make a route along
which the eco-warriors have to navigate (cushions, cones, chairs, rugs,
stones, logs etc). Maybe they have to pick up objects along the way and
balance on their head? Or sort some rubbish into recycling. Combine as
many challenges as you want to up the difficulty level. (Continued on
next page)   

With a little imagination any game can be transformed into an Earth Day
activity. Here are some suggestions which can be done both indoors and
outdoors, as well as some brain teasers for those rainy days. Feel free to
adapt them to suit your space and what you have available.

Fun and Games

Earth Day Obstacle Course
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Here are some suggestions that can be used in your obstacle course:
 
- Put on 5 dressing up items (dresses, hats, goggles, rubber ring etc)
   and run to the next spot and then take them off
- Crawl through a tunnel
- Climb through a spider web (made from skipping rope)
- Sort the rubbish into recycling
- Hang up some wet laundry on the line (better for the environment  
   than using the dryer)
- Walk on hands and feet 
- Carry a cup of water without spilling any
- Jump with a space hopper
- Jump along with a ball in between your knees, don't let it drop!
 
Can you think of any other good challenges? Can you share some with
us?

Earth Day Obstacle Course
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This is a great game that can easily be made up using your rubbish
and can be played indoors or outdoors! You can fill bottles with water
or sand, use cans, cardboard tubes, anything you want! If you want to
get creative, you can paint and decorate the skittles.
 
Now all you need is a ball! Any one will do, as long as it has a bit of
weight to it. 
 
The grown ups may want to join in too!
 
Do share photos with us if have any. Have fun!

Recycling Bowling
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We have attached some colouring pages, word searches and other
fun yet mindful activities for quieter times, or to keep you busy on a
rainy day. 

Earth Day Brain Teasers

If you are out for your daily walk,
why not use sticks, stones or other
natural materials to write your
name, or why not challenge your
family to a game of noughts and
crosses? 

Or you can take part in an
online carbon offset game from
NASA. Click on the image on the
left.

www.greenbeings.co.uk/earthday2020

https://climatekids.nasa.gov/offset/


Thank you!

EARTH DAY
2020

KS2 ACTIVITIES

www.greenbeings.com/earthday2020

Thank you for taking part in Earth Day 2020 and Climate Week. We
hope you have enjoyed the activities and maybe learnt a little
about how we can all play a part in helping to slow climate
change. 
 
For more information on Green Beings and the work we are doing in
the community (including litter picks, workshops, seed swaps,
conservation etc.) please have a look at our website:
www.greenbeings.com or find us on social media @greenbeingsuk.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you again! Stay safe, keep well and see you soon!
 

http://www.greenbeings.com/

